
The Silk Road: Connecting Histories and Futures. Oxford: Oxford University 

0001.

Albert von Le Coq and his team conducted archaeological surveys just over a century ago, now 

through these lands over a millennium ago on his path to the heartland of  Buddhism, India. 

interconnected not only merchants and free-spirited wanderers of  lands but also monks 

The Silk Road: Connecting Histories and Futures, is a compelling 

and more familiar, to unsettle an idea that is too readily taken for granted and, simultaneously, 
The Silk Road is 

Geocultural Power: China’s Quest to Revive the Silk 
Roads for the Twenty-First Century

In the book, the author pursues two courses to achieve this aim. Firstly, he questions 

and circulated in the past century and a half  as a domain of  scholarship, popular culture, 

Three continues this historical exploration, following the travels of  European and Japanese 
scholar-explorers in Central Asia. Chapter Four zooms in on the early Japanese scholarship of  
these connections, highlighting the unique perspective of  Japanese scholars on the connections 

The idea of  a network of  trade routes connecting Europe and Asia, popularized in the 
latter part of  the 19th century, fascinated generations of  scholars, travelers, and adventurers, 

into two chapters, focuses on the journeys and expeditions undertaken in Asia by a number 
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of  adventurers. The book also explores the popularization of  historical travelers such as 

efforts to achieve global peace through cultural dialogue. It heavily focuses on UNESCO-
funded international exhibitions and projects aimed at promoting a better understanding of  

demonstrating how it has come to dominate modern Chinese foreign policy. 

metaphors applied by various scholars regarding Eurasian geopolitics. Chapter 10 provides 
a more substantial discussion of  China’s political aspirations and projects in relation to the 

for its geostrategic objectives.

concept. The main emphasis lies on the role of  China in developing a dialogue around the 
concept and its efforts to establish a new political and economic order for the 21st century.

In conclusion, The Silk Road is an engaging account of  the development of  the Silk 

challenging and at times complex, it mirrors the intricacy of  the subject itself. The book raises 

and the rewriting of  history to suit contemporary political agendas, particularly within China.

number of  historical sites and museums, I witnessed how the Chinese authorities are trying 
to reinterpret the local history to support their own, pro-Chinese, interpretation of  history 

could have been discussed in the present book. Nevertheless, The Silk Road makes a valuable 

in understanding the concept’s historical development and its relevance in contemporary and 
future geopolitics.
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